
iii

The Dual Face of Chinese Nationalism  
in the Xi Jinping Era:

Conflict and Peace in Xinjiang

Vita Golod
is a Ukrainian scholar born in Kyiv. She received her education 

at the Institute of International Relations at Taras Shevchenko 
National University of Kyiv and earned her Ph.D. at the Institute 
of World Economy and International Relations of the National 
Academy of Sciences of Ukraine. She also spent a year at the 
Mandarin Training Center at Taiwan Normal University and 
served the Chair of the Board of the Ukrainian Association 
of Sinologists (2019–2024).

Currently, she is a Fellow at the A. Yu. Krymskyi Institute 
of Oriental Studies, National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine, 
Visiting Adjunct Instructor at University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill, a co-editor of the “Ukraine-China” journal, and 
a Co-founder of the Ukrainian Platform for Contemporary China. 
Fluent in Chinese and English, Vita has published numerous 
articles in scholarly journals and international media outlets.

This research was initiated by the A. Yu.  Krymskyi Institute 
of Oriental Studies, National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine 
in 2021, as a part of the “World Islam” project. It represents the 
first research on Uyghurs conducted by a Ukrainian scholar.



iv

CONTENTS

List of Abbreviations	 1

List of Illustrations	 2

List of Tables	 4

List of Figures	 5

Acknowledgments	 6

Maps		 8

Introduction	 11

Chapter I	 Chinese Nationalism in Contemporary China	 39

Chapter IІ	 Sinicization as State-Led Nation Engineering	 91

Chapter IІІ	 Xinjiang as Showcase of the Chinese Dream	 143

Chapter IV	 Uyghur Identity in Kashgar	 205

Chapter V	 Conflict Resolution and Peace Scenarios  
	 in Xinjiang	 279

Afterword	 325

Annexes	 330

Notes		 358

Bibliography	 395



1

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

BRI: Belt and Road Initiative
CCP: Chinese Communist Party
CIA: China Islamic Association
CPEC: China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
CR Express: China-Europe Railway Express 
ETIM: East Turkestan Islamic Movement
NBS: National Bureau of Statistics
GDP: Gross Domestic Product
GMD: Guomindang
GWoT: Global War on Terror
PLA: People’s Liberation Army
PRC: People’s Republic of China
SCO: Shanghai Cooperation Organization
U.S.A.: United States of America
XPCC: Xinjiang Production and Construction Corps
XUAR: Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region



2

LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

Maps

1. Political map of China 8

2. Ethnicity map of Xinjiang 8

3. Road map of Xinjiang 9

4. Xinjiang satellite map 10

Photographs *

1. Wall display inside the Kashgar Historical Museum 
“Chinese People are Like Brothers and Sisters.”

50

2. Niujie Mosque in Beijing, outside (left) and inside 
(right)

133

3 Exhibition panel presents Kashgar and Xinjiang as part 
of the BRI

161

4. China’s custom border point with Tajikistan (left); 
Karakorum highway towards Pakistan border (right)

170

5. The Map “Silk Road Culture and Ethnic Customs 
International Tourism Destination” (left), and the 
exhibition panel promotes Hotan (in southern 
Xinjiang) as “A Famous Cultural and Tourism City 
in Kunlun Oasis” (right)

179

6. The entrance gate to the Kashgar Pilot Free Trade Zone 191



3

The Dual Face of Chinese Nationalism in the Xi Jinping Era:
Conflict and Peace in Xinjiang

7. Uyghur artisans (left), Uyghur tailor (right) 198

8. Kashgar airport and view from 25th floor to Kashgar 
city (left) and Kunlun Mountains (right)

207

9. A tourist attraction in Kashgar Perfecture (left) and 
an antiquarian shop in Kashgar’s Old City (right)

225

10. Streets of Kashgar’s Old City 234

11. Scenes from Jiefang North Road 238

12. Permit to visit Tashkurgan 244

13. Rumi Art Space in Kashgar 247

14. A street scene in Kashgar featuring everyday clothing 
worn by Uyghurs (left); Uyghur traditional clothing 
displayed in a cultural exhibition (right).

249

15. Uyghur men on the streets of Kashgar 250

16. Xinhua store in Kashgar 258

17. Id Kah Mosque outside (left) and inside, gathering the 
tourists (right).

261

18. Afaq Khoja Mausoleum (left) and tombs (right). 263

19. “Qianlong and the Fragrant Concubine” statue (left) 
and stone plague at the entrance to Xiao Fei park 
(right).

265

20. Uyghur women in Kashgar 268

21. A butcher shop (left) and the sale of naan on a street 
of Kashgar (right)

270

22. Uyghur dutar selling on a street of Kashgar Old City 
(left), the image from Kashgar historical museum: how 
the Chinese authority represents Uyghurs (right).

273

*	 All photographs were taken by the author during a trip to Kashgar Prefecture 
in May 2024.



4

LIST OF TABLES 

1. Comparative analysis between Five-Year Work Plan 
(2018–2022) and Five-Year Work Plan (2023–2027)

119

2. Relative weights of Xinjiang's economic importance 
factors

158

3. Comparative analysis of assimilation among 
Uyghurs and other Chinese minorities (Muslim and 
Non-Muslim)

291

4. Chinese Muslim population and proportion of each 
ethnic group nationwide

330

5. Uyghur population by region and gender 331

6. Uyghur population by age group and gender 333

7. The case study: social life and business of the Uyghurs 
in Kashgar

334

8. Mineral resources of Xinjiang by periodic classification 
and strategic function

348



5

LIST OF FIGURES

1. Frequency of key ideological themes 
in Xi Jinping’s speeches (2013–2024)

62

2. Governance architecture of the Sinicization of Islam 
in China

124

3. GDP of Xinjiang 149

4. GDP by regions in Xinjiang 150

5. Ethnic minority population growth in Xinjiang 181

6. The level of education of the Uyghur population 183

7. Comparative patterns of assimilation and economic 
integration among selected Chinese ethnic minorities 
(12-factor framework)

295

8. Survey results reflecting expert opinions on likely 
trajectories for Xinjiang’s political future

307



6

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

This book would not have been possible without the support 
of many individuals. First, I wish to express my sincere gratitude 
to Prof. Victor Kiktenko for his continuous professional support 
since we first met in the early 2000s. His guidance, advice, and 
encouragement have given me energy, inspired curiosity, and 
strengthened my motivation to pursue a career in China studies. 
I am also grateful to Dr. Danilo Radivilov, who at the time served 
as Head of the Modern Department at the A. Krymskyi Institute 
of Oriental Studies, NAS of Ukraine, for his extensive and 
constructive comments and advice on my research. 

This project was initially envisioned as part of a co-authored 
monograph on World Islam. However, my meeting with Prof. Robin 
Visser following my field trip to Xinjiang convinced me that this 
research had the potential to stand as a book in its own right. 
I embraced the challenge, and I remain grateful for that pivotal 
moment.

I would like to extend special thanks to Prof. Jo Jin-Jong and 
Dr.  Kevin Fogg, who welcomed me as a visiting scholar at the 
Carolina Asia Center from 2023 to 2025. The academic environment 
and institutional support at University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill (UNC) greatly facilitated the development and completion 
of my research. I am likewise indebted to Prof. Graeme Robertson 
and Adnan Džumhur of the Center for Slavic, Eurasian, and East 
European Studies at UNC, as well as to Prof. Navin Bapat and 
Prof. Stephen Gent for supporting my professional growth during 
my time at UNC.



7

The Dual Face of Chinese Nationalism in the Xi Jinping Era:
Conflict and Peace in Xinjiang

I am grateful for every conversation—in the United States, 
Europe, Ukraine, and, of course, China—that helped illuminate 
different dimensions of this complex subject. The names of three 
interlocutors mentioned in this book are pseudonyms: Niyaz, 
a Uyghur who made an invaluable contribution to my research but 
wished to remain anonymous; Grace, an American who experienced 
the escalation of tensions in Xinjiang in 2016; and Lu, a Han Chinese 
businessman who had recently established production in Bachu. 
I will remember each exchange, as every encounter became part 
of my nearly three-year research journey.

I also thank all peer reviewers for their thoughtful feedback—
both supportive and critical—as well as the editors at several 
publishing houses who took the time to read my manuscript. Their 
engagement brought me closer to the day this book would finally 
be published.

I am deeply appreciative of the support of my family and friends, 
who refrained from pressing me with questions about when the 
work would be finished, understanding that this academic project 
would consume a significant amount of time, effort, and emotional 
energy.

Finally, I extend my profound gratitude to the Armed Forces 
of Ukraine, and especially to my brother, who continues to fight for 
Ukraine’s independence. 



8

The Dual Face of Chinese Nationalism in the Xi Jinping Era:
Conflict and Peace in Xinjiang

Map 1. Political map of China  1

Map 2. Ethnic Map of Xinjiang  2




