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INTRODUCTION 

A dictionary is the whole universe arranged in alphabetical order. 

– Anatole France

Actually, a dictionary is a book in the broadest sense of the word. All 

other books are contained in it: the point is to extract them from it. 

– Voltaire

To my readers! 

The book "The Ancient World" addresses to the students of higher 

educational institutions of non-historical specialties who study the world 

history and everybody who has a keen interest in it. This first volume starts 

the series of books ("Middle Ages", "New time", "The modern world: XX – 

XXI centuries") as the educational supplement for the World History 

Studies which is one of the obligatory disciplines included into the 

curriculum for seafarers training at Kherson Maritime Academy.   

Considering the fact that in the last decade Ukrainian educational and 

methodological textbooks in the World History Studies have not been 

fundamentally, structurally and substantively updated, the series supplies 

with the detailed information about historical events, facts and 

personalities. The idea of compiling the series of books lies in integrating 

the modern views on the world history and the latest data from 

archaeological and historical documentary sources, facts and discoveries. 

The number of educational, referential and vocabulary sources, such 

as numerous monographs, documentaries, chronicles, manuscripts in 

published and electronic versions which are available on scientific 

European platforms, forums, educational sites, as well as the works by 

Ukrainian scholars and scholars from all over the world have become the 

substantive basis for the given series. 

French lexicographer Alan Rey characterizes the modern civilization 

as "dictionary civilization". Following Rey, one may guess that a historical 

dictionary is a tool for reflecting and comprehending historical science, the 

achievements of human culture in various spheres of life. The compiling a 

historical dictionary or encyclopedia goes to the aim of increasing the 

knowledge, expanding the boundaries of the worldview, developing the 
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ability of understanding and analyzing the historical phenomena and 

events from objective point of view. 

Finally, I aim at making the dictionaries as an obligatory supplement 

for all the chapters of the World History Studies discipline. As my working 

experience proves, to study the history, culture, traditions, or improve the 

knowledge of historical development of any country throughout the world 

in different historical time, epoch and decade, one must have such a 

supplement as a dictionary or encyclopedia at his hand to refer to it at any 

time he needs.     

Analyzing the state of affairs with compiling the historical dictionaries 

and encyclopedias, one may say that beginning with the XXth century it 

has become a must. This primarily refers to such world-famous Webster’s 

Dictionary in some editions in the period of 1934 – 1979. Since that time 

"encyclopedization of explanatory dictionaries" (term suggested by L.P. 

Stupin) has started. Stupin means under the term that a huge number of 

highly specialized terminology (neologisms, occasionalisms, pro-

fessionalisms) of science, art, technology have been occurred and included 

into the English dictionaries enlarging their contents. The worldwide 

heritage of dictionaries and encyclopedias has a wide range of bestsellers, 

such as "Encyclopedia Britannica" (1768), "The Cambridge Historical 

Encyclopedia of Great Britain and Ireland" (1990), "Encyclopedia 

Americana" (1904/1911/19180-1920/1923-2008), "The Dictionary of 

Cultural Literacy" (1988/1993), "The Century Dictionary / Encyclopedia" 

(1889 – 1914), "The New Dictionary of Cultural Literacy: What Every 

American Needs to Know" (2002), "New World Encyclopedia" (on-line 

edition, URL: https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/) and many 

others. 

For instance, "The Cambridge Historical Encyclopedia of Great Britain 

and Ireland" (1990) is a unique history covering every major aspect of 

British life, with full coverage of England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland. It 

contains contributions from 60 major scholars; an 840-entry biographical 

Who's Who; and 930 ready reference entries on key dates and events. This 

encyclopedia is surely considered innovative one, since it differs from the 

others as it looks like the combination of a dictionary and an encyclopedia.  

"Encyclopedia Americana" (1904/1911/19180-1920/1923-2008) 

compiled and edited by Francis Lieber, was first published in 13 volumes 

https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Francis-Lieber
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(1904). Subsequent editions were published in 1911 (20 volumes) and 1918–

20 (30 volumes), and the encyclopaedia was thereafter continuously revised. 

In the 1990s its publisher, Grolier, Inc., made Americana available on CD-

ROM. The final print edition was released in 2006. A related yearbook, 

which appeared under a variety of titles, was published from 1923 to 2008. 

Also continuously revised, Encyclopedia Americana Online first became 

available in 1996. After Scholastic Corporation acquired Grolier in 2000, the 

online version of Americana became part of a suite of educational resources. 

In 2004 Scholastic stated that 2,500 online Americana articles were revised 

annually. Americana’s content is international in scope, and its print set is 

known for its detailed coverage of American and Canadian geography and 

history. Americana is also strong in biography and scientific and technical 

subjects. Major articles are signed, many by scholars preeminent in their 

fields. 

A world bestseller, "The Dictionary of Cultural Literacy" 

(1988/1993) has been widely acclaimed for identifying and defining the 

core body of knowledge that no literate American should be without. Now 

in this newly revised and updated edition, the authors provide a 

comprehensive look at cultural literacy for the nineties. New entries reflect 

suggestions from hundreds of readers. The dictionary takes into account 

the growing consensus over the specifics of multiculturalism, the political 

and geographic changes in the world, and the new ideas and terms that 

flow constantly from scientific research and technological develop-

ment. The Dictionary of Cultural Literacy challenges us to find out more 

about what we know and helps us make sense of what we read, hear, and 

learn.  

There is a new tendency in compiling the dictionaries nowadays, that 

is modern dictionaries intend reflecting the phenomena of history and 

culture in the broadest sense of understanding these aspects. Modern 

dictionaries are issued as on-line editions, as it is with "New World 

ёEncyclopedia" (on-line edition, URL: 

https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/). This selection of subject areas 

(philosophy, religion, history, political science, social sciences, geography, 

physical sciences, life sciences, art, music, literature, sports and leisure) is 

meant as a general guideline, and one of many ways to find an article. 

Many articles overlap and often intersect. New World Encyclopedia is 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Grolier-Inc
https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/
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ordered alphabetically by article and linked from one article to another. Its 

users also have a high-powered search tool for quickly locating articles by 

key words.   

     As for my series of dictionaries one may state that the main criteria in 

their composing is making some kind of bridge between past and present 

considering the main achievements of the most worldwide recognized 

scientists, discoverers and creators. It should be emphasized that today in 

Ukraine, scientists and teachers are experiencing a serious shortage of this 

kind of encyclopedic and reference literature, reflecting the current level of 

science and the relevance of information, facts and events.  This primarily 

concerns the historical, geographical, pedagogical, and cultural fields of 

humanitarian sciences. 

To my opinion, there is a great number of important and still unsolved 

scientific and educational problems, the implementation of which should 

be seriously considered by specialists involved in the preparation of such 

educational supplements.  

The realities of modern life arise new challenges for education and 

science, in Ukraine particular. The most important of them is the 

achievement of co-understanding the historical events and the role of 

personalities in the world history by scholars of Ukraine and abroad. So, 

the given series of books is composed in English and addresses to much 

broader reader than Ukrainian only. 

My colleagues and I sincerely believe that the series of books which 

starts with the "The Ancient World" will be of great use for historians, for 

those who teach history and those who study it. It should be a "must have" 

book for every home. 

From the author, 

DrSc (Pedagogy), 

Professor Liliia Kulykova 
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THE GREAT TEMPLE OF ABU SIMBEL 
Aswan Governorate, Egypt 
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ABRAHAM. First of three patriarchs 

of the Jews (Abraham, his son Isaac, 
Isaac's son Jacob). Born in Ur, he migra-
ted via Harran in Syria to Canaan (Pales-
tine), the land promised by God to his 
descendants. Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
have been dated to the early or middle 
2nd millennium BC. According to much 
later tradition, he was considered to be 
the progenitor of the Arabs through his 
other son, Ishmael. 

 

ABU SIMBEL. Pair of Egyptian 

rock-temples, 280 km south of Aswan, 
built by Ramesses II (c.1290–1224 BC). 
The ‘Great Temple’ is dedicated to the 
king and the principal Egyptian deities, 

Amon-Ra, Ra-
Horakhty and 
Ptah. Its sanc-
tuary is precise-
ly located so 
that the rays of 
the rising sun 
penetrate to the 
inner sanctum 
on two days of 
the year (22 
February and 
22 October), 
thus illumine-
ting four sta-
tues in the in-

ner sanctum. The ‘Small Temple’ is dedi-
cated to the king’s wife, Nefertari. Both 
temples were carved into the cliffs to the 
west of the Nile, with colossal statues of 
the king and queen sculpted along the 
outer façades. Abu Simbel was among 
the Nubian monuments saved from Lake 

Nasser (the reservoir created by the con-
struction of the Aswan High Dam). In the 
late 1960s, in an operation costing some 
$40 million, the temples were dismantled 

into separate blocks and then reassemb-
led at a location 64 m higher and 200 m 
to the west of the origi-nal site. The 
alignment of the relocated Great Temple 
has been maintained so that the sanc-
tuary is still illuminated twice a year.  

W. MacQuitty: Abu Simbel (London, 
1965); C. Desroches-Noblecourt and 
C. Kuentz: Le petit temple d’Abou Simbel, 2 
vols (Cairo, 1968); T. Säve-Söderbergh, 
ed.: Temples and tombs of ancient Nubia 
(London, 1987).  
 

ABYDOS (anc. Abdjw). Pharaonic 

site on the west bank of the Nile, 50 km 
south of Sohag. Abydos was inhabited 
from the late predynastic to the Christian 
period (c.4000 BC–AD 641). As well as 
the Early Dynastic royal necropolis of 
Umm el-Qaʿab (dating to c.3000–2649 
BC), the site includes the temple of the 
canine god Osiris-Khentimentiu (Kom el-
Sultan), the temples of Seti I and Rames-
ses II, the Osireion (an archaizing ‘dum-
my tomb’ of Osiris), an extensive settle-
ment and numerous graves and ceno-
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taphs of humans and animals. During the 
second half of the 19th century the site 
was excavated by Auguste Mariette and 
Emile Amélineau, whose techniques 
amounted to little more than treasure 
hunting.  

The scientific analysis of the site began 
with Flinders Petrie, who re-excavated 

the Early Dynastic royal tombs between 
1899 and 1901. Peet’s 1913 season inclu-
ded the excavation of a small circular  
area of settlement dating to the late pre-
dynastic period (Gerzean: c.3500–3000 
BC), including an assemblage of over 300 
stone tools, a midden and several hearths 
(discussed in Hoffman 1979). Although 

Peet simply dug two trenches through an 
area with a diameter of about 30 m, this 
was nevertheless the first scientific exa-
mination of an Egyptian settlement of the 
predynastic period, predating even Ger-
trude Caton-Thompson’s pioneering work 

at the stratified settlement of Hammamia 
(see el-Badari).  

By re-analysing the results of the exca-
vations of Petrie and Eric Peet, Barry 
Kemp (1967) has deduced that the Early 
Dynastic royal tombs were complemented 
by a row of ‘funerary palaces’ to the east, 
which may well have been the prototype 
of the mortuary temples in Old Kingdom 
pyramid complexes. In 1991 the excava-
tions of David O’Connor revealed further 
support for this 
theory in the 
form of a num-
ber of Early Dy-
nastic wooden 
boat graves near 
the Shunet el-
Zebib, best sur-
viving of the 
‘funerary pala-
ces’ (O’Connor 1991). Since 1973 German 
excavators have ree-xamined the Early 
Dynastic royal cemetery and its vicinity; 
their findings include conclusive proof of 
cultural continuity between the adjacent 
late pre-dynastic Cemetery U and the 
royal graves dated to ‘Dynasty 0’, the be-
ginning of the Early Dynastic period 
(Dreyer 1992).  

A Mariette: Abydos: description des 
fouilles exécutées sur l’emplacement de cette 
ville, 2 vols (Paris, 1869–80); W.M.F. Petrie: 
The royal tombs of the earliest dynasties, 2 
vols (London, 1900–1); B.J. Kemp: ‘The 
Egyptian 1st dynasty royal cemetery’, An-
tiquity 41 (1967), 22–32; M.A. Hoffman: 
Egypt before the pharaohs (New York, 1979), 
150–4; D. O’Connor: ‘Boat graves and 
pyramid origins: new discoveries at Aby-
dos, Egypt’, Expedition 33/3 (1991), 5–17; 
G. Dreyer: ‘Recent discoveries at Abydos 
Cemetery U’, The Nile Delta in transition: 
4th–3rd millennium BC, ed. E.C.M. van den 
Brink (Tel Aviv, 1992), 293–9.  
 

ACADEMICIAN. A member of an 

Academic Society. In England the term is 




